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which formerly graced the map of Wisconsin. That these names should 
disappear is probably desirable on the whole, even as it was desirable 
that ancient ' ' Pig 's Eye ' ' should give place to modem ' ' St. Paul. ' ' But 
generally speaking we have little sympathy with the prevailing lack of 
reverence for our place names in America. He who has the industry and 
devotion to scholarship requisite for elucidating the geographic names of 
an entire state deserves well of his country; for such a laborer can an- 
ticipate no meed of popular appreciation and must expect to find his 
reward solely in the satisfaction which follows upon the performance of 
a worthy piece of work. No other person could bring to the discussion 
of Minnesota geographic names the wealth of knowledge which Mr. 
Upham by forty years of painstaking labor has acquired. It is therefore 
most fitting that he should perform this task for the society with which 
he has so long been connected. The general arrangement of the book is 
alphabetical by counties. An extensive index renders the contents of the 
volume instantly available to the reader. 

Alsea texts and myths. By Leo J. Frachtenberg. [Smithsonian institu- 
tion, bureau of American ethnology, Bulletin 67] ("Washington : 
Government printing office,) 

The bureau of ethnology is to be congratulated on some marked im- 
provements in the style of this publication over preceding ones. The 
first is in the "alphabet," or explanation of the characters used in the 
text ; illustrations of the sounds are given that any ordinary reader can 
understand, such as that the sounds of unmarked a, e, i, and o, are as in 
"shall," "helmet," "it," and "sort." But why abandon the regular 
bureau rule, promulgated many years ago by Major Powell, for the 
purpose of promoting uniformity, according to which these sounds were 
all indicated by "short" marks, and the unmarked vowels had their 
continental forces, as in "far," "they," "pique," "note," and "rule"? 

There is still room for improvement, however, as witnessed by the state- 
ment that q represents "velar k" ; that s is a "palatal spirant, like 
Polish s " ; and that ts is a " palatal affricative surd, like Polish c. ' ' Com- 
paratively few Americans are familiar with Polish. Even more indeter- 
minate is the information that ou is pronounced as ' ' the diphthong ou. ' ' 
Two sounds of that diphthong are eliminated by information that long u 
represents the sound of oo in "too"; and au represents the sound of 
" ou in mouth. ' ' But there remain a variety of sounds to choose between, 
as shown in the words "although," "cough," "dough," "dour," 
"enough," "hough," "lough," "mourn," "nought," "pour," "poul- 
try," "rough," "shoulder," "stough," "stour," "tough," "young," 
and "youth." 

Another improvement is that in the first fifty-four pages the English 
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translation of each word is printed directly under the word, which is 
absolutely essential to any real understanding of Indian languages be- 
cause of the basic differences between their grammar and English gram- 
mar. It is evident, however, that in many cases the translation is not 
exact. For example, in most Indian languages the subject pronoun, 
whether expressed or not, is always implied by the form of the verb, as 
in Latin ; and in transitive verbs the object pronoun is also implied by 
the verb form. Thus, if the sentence were "John strikes James," the 
Indian verb, of itself, would mean "he strikes him." This is apparently 
the rule in Alsea, as is shown by examples in lines 6, 7, and 14 on page 
24 of the text ; but in most cases the pronouns are not included in the 
translations, which are presumably not complete to that extent. 

There is other lack of uniformity. On page 26, in note 7, it is stated 
that a crossed I indicates the first person plural ; and it is generally used 
in such verbal forms in the text. But, on page 24, in lines 14 and 18, 
it is used in verbs that are translated by the third person, in both the 
plural and the singular. It would be more illuminating if there were 
consistency in the use of the signs; but one cannot expect Rome to be 
rebuilt in a day; and .so for the progress that has been made, we may 
thank God, and take fresh courage. 

J. P. Dunn 

The rise of Methodism in the west. By "William Warren Sweet. (New 
York: The Methodist book concern, 1920. 207 p.) 
The subtitle of this volume indicates its nature: "Being the journal of 
the western conference 1800-1811, edited with notes and introduction." 
The publication of these records fills a gap in the printed sources of 
American Methodist history. Aside from its value for questions of 
technical or antiquarian interest, the journal gives illustrations of many 
customs and ideals of the early circuit riders. Regarding slavery the 
cases of Adget McGuir (page 100), Benjamin Wofford (page 114), and 
Benjamin McReynolds (page 194) are interesting. The first mentioned 
was accused of saying that masters ought not to correct their slaves and 
was found not guilty ; the second was required to emancipate ; and the 
third was not admitted to the conference because he had not emancipated. 
On the other hand, Samuel Sellars was given permission to hold a negro 
boy until the young slave should reach the age of twenty-two (page 203). 
The feeling toward "worldly amusements" is reflected in the appeal of 
Thomas Scott, charged with attending a "Berbecue in the Town of 
Chilecothe," and his case Was referred back to the quarterly meeting 
which had disciplined him (pages 160, 194). The prejudice against 
marriage of the clergy is illustrated by the cases of Benjamin Lakin and 
Jesse Walker (page 87). The former was not allowed a deficiency in 
1803 because the circuit had supported his wife and the deficiency 



